May 17, 2017

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
WEEK

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, today
I urge President Trump again to make
good on his promise of partnering with
Congress to invest $1 trillion in Amer-
ica’s infrastructure.

This week marks National Infra-
structure Week; and yet, disappoint-
ingly, little action has been taken by
this President and the majority in Con-
gress to provide substantive funds for
our Nation’s crumbling infrastructure.
Easing congestion on our highways is
just one investment that will have a
significant return, getting central
coast residents to their jobs and back
home to their families faster.

This is also an issue of safety for our
constituents. California currently has
over 1,300 structurally deficient
bridges, 678 high-hazard dams, and 50
percent of its nearly 200,000 miles of
public roads are in poor condition.

I urge my colleagues to work to-
gether in a bipartisan way to address
the infrastructure crisis in our coun-
try.

HONORING BEN AND DAN
MATHESON

(Mr. BARTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
bring to the House’s attention two fine
Texans who are sitting up in the House
gallery, Ben and Dan Matheson.

Ben has been on my Air Force advi-
sory committee down in Texas for the
entire 32 years that I have been in Con-
gress. He and the other two members of
that nominating committee have rec-
ommended to me over 100 young men
and women whom we have nominated
to the Air Force Academy and who are
now serving, defending our Nation.

His son is Dan Matheson, one of my
best friends, a proud graduate of the
University of Texas Law School,
former head of the Texas State Fed of-
fice, and a successful practicing attor-
ney in Austin, Texas.

I am very proud to have their friend-
ship, and I am glad to bring to the at-
tention of the House these two fine
Americans.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members not to refer to
persons in the gallery.

————

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
WEEK

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, this is
National Infrastructure Week; yet, at
the same time, our current President
promised that, as soon as he took of-
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fice, he was going to put forth a tril-
lion-dollar infrastructure package.
Where is that package? We haven’t
seen it.

The economy is the number one
thing we should all be focusing on. Ev-
erything else should fall into place
after that. Yet this White House is too
busy in turmoil to take care of the core
business of this country.

It is actually White House crisis
week again. That is a sad comment,
but it is the truth. Once again we hear
about a President who is not respecting
the fact that we have allies around the
world who are there sharing informa-
tion that should not be shared with the
Russians, and yet, at the same time,
this President chooses to violate that
responsibility.

The American people and economy
are losing confidence in our President
and our White House. They shouldn’t
be given these disturbing reports that
come out almost every day. The ac-
tions are undermining our economy. It
is undermining the confidence in our
infrastructure, and it is undermining
our confidence of the United States
around the world.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 17, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 17, 2017, at 9:20 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 419.

That the Senate passed S. 583.

That the Senate passed S. 867.

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 22.

Appointments:

Alyce Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff
Commission on Native Children.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 115, THIN BLUE LINE ACT

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 323 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 323

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 115) to amend title 18,
United States Code, to provide additional ag-
gravating factors for the imposition of the
death penalty based on the status of the vic-
tim. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. In lieu of the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
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ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill, an amendment in
the nature of a substitute consisting of the
text of Rules Committee Print 115-17 shall be
considered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
the Judiciary; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for
1 hour.

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), my
friend, pending which I yield myself
such time as I may consume. During
consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of the rule and the under-
lying legislation.

As a former Federal and State pros-
ecutor, I often hear how Americans
value and respect our law enforcement
officers, firefighters, and first respond-
ers. We talk about their heroism, their
selflessness, their willingness to pro-
tect and serve no matter the cost.

These fearless individuals truly are
the fabric that holds our communities
together. However, in recent years, a
violent and disturbing trend has devel-
oped. Law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters, and first responders are in-
creasingly being targeted for violence
and cruelty based solely on the uni-
form they wear.

According to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial Fund,
there were 64 police shooting deaths in
2016. That number is 56 percent higher
than the previous year. The National
Association of Police Organizations
also notes that ambush-style killings
of law enforcement officers increased
by 167 percent in 2016.

Allowing this appalling trend to con-
tinue unchecked is not only unaccept-
able, it is indefensible. Congress must
take concrete steps to address this
deadly problem.

Current Federal law provides 16 ag-
gravating factors that a jury must con-
sider when deciding whether a death
sentence is warranted. These factors
include whether the defendant acted in
an especially heinous, cruel, or de-
praved manner; whether the defendant
engaged in substantial planning and
premeditation; whether the victim was
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